



































Mid-Year Madness school supplies and
Book Drive collection starts in January

We are excited to announce an important update for our annual school supply drive.
In the past we have supported Bellefonte and Wingate Elementary schools. This
year, we are expanding our efforts to include an additional school: Liberty-Curtin
Elementary School. We are able to do this because Bellefonte Elementary School
was recently awarded a $20,000 donation from Staples in State College as part of a
national contest. In a wonderful display of community spirit, Bellefonte’s principal
has agreed to give their portion of school supplies to Liberty-Curtin Elementary
School. Liberty-Curtin Elementary school is part of the Keystone Central School
District (located in Centre County near Beech Creek). The second part of the school
drive provides additional funding for the schools to purchase literacy tools.

There is no change to our Elementary School Book drive which we run at the same
time as the school supplies drive. Bellefonte and Wingate Elementary schools will
both receive books.

How can you help?
. Spread the word about the project to your friends. Encourage them to donate
items or money.
. Check with your place of worship and/or other businesses to see if they
would be willing to be a collection site for supplies.
. Donate supplies or money.

Why is this important?

The best thing we can do as a club is to help the parents and the schools by supplying
resources to ease their burden. In Centre County approximately 23% of families live below
the poverty line. In a time when food is expensive and parents work multiple jobs; they are
often forced to prioritize food over school supplies.

Our club targets grade 1-3 because fourth grade is when students move from “learning to
read” to “reading to learn”. When a child in fourth grade is still learning to read, it is difficult
for them to keep up with their peers academically. Unfortunately, the gap gets wider every
year, until the student drops out of school. Adults who are poorly educated are also less
likely to be involved in their child's education and this perpetuates the cycle of poverty and

illiteracy in our community. 13






District Two 70" Conference.
Make plans now to join us.
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